
   FORT ERIE 
ACCESSIBILITY  

ADVISORY COMMITTEE   
 

Meeting Date, Time, and Location   
  

Wednesday, June 27, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. in the lunch room at Town Hall  (lower level)  
 

 

Members   Staff Resources 

  
Dennis Hernandez-Galeano, Chair  
Adam McLeod, Vice Chair 
Gary Kooistra  
Barbara McLeod    
Ann-Marie Noyes   
Tammy Clark  
Bev Ferris 
Steve Gucciardi, Transit Representative 
(regrets) 
Councillor Stephen Passero (regrets) 

 
Keegan Gennings, Chief Building Official    
Sean Hutton, Facilities Supervisor (regrets) 
Bev Bradnam, Manager, Customer Service 
and Corporate Initiatives 
   
  
 

 

 

1) Call To Order 

 
The June 27, 2018 Accessibility Advisory Committee Meeting was called to order at 
6:00 p.m. 

 
 

2) Approval of Minutes  

Recommendation No. 1: 

Moved by: Bev Ferris 
Seconded by: Adam McLeod 

THAT: The May 29, 2018 Minutes of the Fort Erie Accessibility Advisory 
Committee meeting be approved as printed.   

(CARRIED) 
 

 

3) Outstanding Matters  

 
1) Regional Accessibility Advisory Committee  

Dennis advised that the Regional AAC met last week and discussed the public 
consultation process for the Multi Year Plan. Dennis advised that once the draft 
is finalized he will also bring it to our Committee and Steve Murphy, Regional 
AAC Coordinator, has offered to sit down with anyone to review. Dennis 
advised that there are no timelines yet as Steve is awaiting input from other 
Departments at the Region.   
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3) Outstanding Matters  

2) Parking Concerns  

- Walmart Accessible Parking Space – Bev advised that she had received an 
email response back from the National Facilities Manager confirming that 
they are working with engineers and contractors to assess the cost 
implications of the request for additional spaces. Bev responded to the 
Manager that at a recent provincial meeting it was suggested that reserve 
signs could be placed on additional spots that are unenforceable but would 
provide additional spaces for those with mobility issues. Keegan advised that 
he has asked his staff to make note of how busy the spaces are over the next 
several months when they are on patrol and he will report back to the 
Committee in September.  

3) Fort Erie Active Transportation Committee (FEAT)   

Dennis advised that FEAT met on June 19 and reviewed the Committee’s 
participation in RidgeFest on Saturday, July 7 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. A 
Niagara Regional Police officer will also be available to speak about helmet safety 
and there will be giveaways. Dennis advised that the Committee also discussed the 
recent volunteer event and also introducing a National Awareness Day for Active 
Transportation, similar to the National Access Awareness Day, recently proclaimed. 
Dennis also advised that FEAT asked about zoning on Gorham Road where the 
Friendship Trail crosses and would like to see a four way stop at the trail.  

4) New Intersection – Municipal Centre Drive and Garrison Road 

Bev advised that the Region has requested that the Town consider including the 
work to correct the tactile warning surface indicators in their sidewalk contract 
and the Director, Infrastructure Services, has agreed. Keegan provided 
specifications and provincial details to staff and the work will be done by the 
sidewalk contractor. Bev noted that the work should be completed during the 
summer months when the students are not in school. Remain on outstanding.     

5) Letter to 660 Garrison Road re Life Labs 

Bev advised that she has left a further voice mail for the property manager and 
confirmed that no work has taken place yet on the curb cut. Remain on outstanding.     

6) 238 Bertie Street – Accessible Parking Signage 

Bev advised that she left another voice mail for Mr. Walker but Tammy 
confirmed that the five signs that were picked up from Town Hall have not yet 
been installed. Keegan advised that he was made aware that some concrete 
work was being planned and perhaps Mr. Walker is waiting for that project to 
start. Tammy will advise Bev in the next several weeks if the signs are up and if 
they are not, a follow-up letter will be sent to Mr. Walker and copied to the 
Niagara Health System. Remain on outstanding.     
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3) Outstanding Matters  

7) Mobi Mats – Bay Beach 

Bev advised that the Enabling Accessibility Fund – Small Projects Component 
has just been announced by the Federal Government and she has met with the 
Manager, Community Planning, and has also spoken with Sean about applying 
for the mobi mats (for delivery in 2019). An updated quote will be requested from 
the supplier. Ann-Marie also advised that she will be applying for a grant on 
behalf of her church for the construction of an elevator and asked that the AAC 
provide a letter of support. The AAC agreed and Ann-Marie will provide details 
to Bev so that a letter can be drafted on behalf of the AAC. 

4) Site Plans (if applicable) 

 
Keegan advised that he has received plans for lights at the Greater Fort Erie 
Secondary School football field which includes bleachers, hard surface pad and path 
to gates. Keegan advised that he has requested additional information as the details 
were on the original site plan but removed. Discussion took place regarding the 
Design of Public Space Standard and whether the school board has to comply. Bev 
will review the legislation and advise. Ann-Marie suggested that if they are not 
required to comply that the AAC write a letter encouraging them to ensure that 
accessibility improvements are included. 
 

 

5) Multi-Year Accessibility Plan 2013-2018 

 
Deferred. 

6) Other Matters  

1) Election Polling Station Audits 

Bev advised that Bev F., Gary and Adam participated in auditing three of the non-
municipal election polling stations last Friday (Black Creek Community Church and 
both Legions). Bev F. noted the difficulty getting in to the Ridgeway Legion and 
noted that the Black Creek Community Church had ample accessible parking. 

2) Fort Erie Teen Throws Out Ceremonial First Pitch at Blue Jays Game 

Bev circulated a copy of the newspaper article on local teen, Cerenna Racey, 
throwing the ceremonial first pitch at a recent Blue Jays game. Cerenna is deaf-
blind and is helping raise awareness of what the deaf-blind community can 
accomplish. The AAC will send a congratulatory letter to Cerenna.  
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6) Other Matters  

3) Parking on Ferndale Road  

Bev distributed pictures of the recently installed “parallel parking only – do not 
overhang the sidewalk” signs at Ferndale Park. Dennis noted that at a recent 
soccer meeting he noticed that all of the cars parked parallel with no overhang on 
the sidewalk and the parking lot was being used. Special thanks to Sean Hutton 
and his staff for having the signs made and installed. This improvement not only 
removed barriers for persons with disabilities but for everyone using the sidewalk 
(mothers with strollers, children on bicycles going to the park, etc.). 

4) Friendship Festival – Training and revised Site Plan 

Bev advised that she will be conducting training for the festival volunteers next 
week and Dennis will also attend. Bev encouraged AAC members to also come 
out if they are available on Wednesday, July 4. Further details will be provided 
regarding time once confirmed.  A draft site plan was provided by Yvonne Hopkins 
and she noted that a lot of the electric outlets are no longer working. It was noted 
that the stage area has been moved to the other side of the circle and Dennis will 
speak with Yvonne about this at the training session.  
 

5) AllAccess Survey 

Bev advised that she received a request to take the “all access public space 
survey” related to how practitioners in Ontario design accessible public spaces. 
Bev advised that her comments included the lack of knowledge by contractors/ 
engineers that are designing or working on projects. The survey link will be sent to 
AAC members. 

6) Bill C-81 – An Act to Ensure a Barrier Free Canada 

Bev advised that the first reading of the Barrier-Free Canada Act was introduced 
as Government Bill (House of Commons) C-81 on June 20, 2018.   

   

7) Opportunities for Awareness 
 

Deferred. 

 

8) Date for Next Meeting  

  
The next AAC meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday, September 25, 2018 at 5:00 
p.m. in Conference Room #1.   
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9) Adjournment 

   
Recommendation No. 2: 
 
Moved by:  Gary Kooistra 
Seconded by:  Tammy Clark 
 
THAT: The June 27, 2018 meeting of the Fort Erie Accessibility Advisory 

Committee does now hereby adjourn at 6:38 p.m. 
(CARRIED) 

 
 

Minutes recorded and prepared by:    Minutes approved by: 
 
 
 
 
Bev Bradnam, DPA      Dennis Hernandez-Galeano 
Manager, Customer Service and Corporate Initiatives Chair 
 
 



   


