
 

 
 
 
ACCESSIBILITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE CHAIR RECIPIENT OF PRESTIGIOUS 
PROVINCIAL ACCESSIBILITY AWARD   
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – November 23, 2015: 
 
What do you think of when you hear the word disability or accessibility? Most often people 
think of someone with a physical or visible disability but, according to the Town of Fort Erie’s 
Accessibility Advisory Chair, Dennis Hernandez-Galeano, “it’s more than just getting through 
the front door. Accessibility means that everyone can access a good or service, no matter their 
ability or disability.  It’s about responsive customer service, accessible information and 
communication, employment opportunities, access to transportation, and a barrier-free built 
environment. As a Committee, we look at things with a universal lens. That means that things 
should be designed or delivered so that they are available to everyone. For the mother with the 
stroller, the delivery person with a large load, the person in a wheelchair or with a guide dog. 
Removing barriers to municipal goods and services is our Committee’s key role but we also 
reach out to the broader private sector”.  
 
2015 marks the 10th anniversary of the Accessibility for Ontarians 
with Disabilities Act (AODA). This provincial legislation was the 
catalyst for accessibility standards that affect our everyday lives. To 
mark this important anniversary, the Association of Municipal Clerks 
and Treasurers of Ontario announced an award for Accessibility 
Champions. This is a one-time award to recognize outstanding 
individuals who demonstrate leadership in accessibility, disability 
issues, passion and commitment in the promotion and awareness of 
accessibility and inclusiveness in their community1. Dennis, who has 
been a member of the AAC since it was established by Municipal 
Council in 2002, was nominated by the Committee for this 
prestigious award. 
 
“Dennis embodies all of the things that make someone an 
accessibility champion. He has demonstrated leadership in his role 
as the Chair of the Accessibility Advisory Committee, his commitment to raising awareness of 
accessibility issues in the community and his mentoring of youth through the Greater Fort Erie 
Youth Soccer Club. His passion to help identify and remove barriers is inspirational and the 
community is so fortunate to have someone like Dennis in this leadership role”, stated Fort Erie 
Mayor, Wayne Redekop. 
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Only 101 award recipients were selected throughout the Province and the Town was notified 
of the AAC’s successful nomination. At the November 23, 2015 Regular Council meeting, 
Dennis will be presented with this unique award. 

For further information, please visit the Town’s website at www.forterie.on.ca to view the 
presentation notes and Dennis’ acceptance. The AMCTO will also be unveiling a new 
accessibility hub on December 3, 2015 as part of the 10th anniversary celebrations. Details will 
be posted on the Town’s website, together with a link once the site is available.  
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For more information, contact 
Bev Bradnam, DPA 
Executive Assistant to the CAO/Policy Analyst 
905.871.1600 Ext. 2201 
Email address:bbradnam@forterie.on.ca 

http://www.forterie.on.ca/

