
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DATE: October 13, 2018 
MEDIA CONTACT: Melissa Marshall, Communications Advisor 
TELEPHONE: 905-871-1600, ext. 2217 

________________________________________________________ 
No Slots For Fort Erie 

Late yesterday evening the Town of Fort Erie received a media release indicating that the slots would 

not be returned to Fort Erie, despite the previous commitment by the Premier to do so. 

For the past four months Mayor Redekop, Council and Town staff have had various correspondence 

in writing and verbally with the Premier, Minister of Agriculture and the Ministry of Finance regarding 

Premier Ford’s commitment during the election campaign to return the slots to the Fort Erie race 

track. The option of cash instead of slots was never mentioned by the Province and the Town was 

never consulted on such an alternative. 

Over the past one and a half years, the Mayor, Council and staff have worked tirelessly on behalf of 

the track to prevent Woodbine Entertainment Group from putting the Fort Erie race track out of 

business through its plan to restrict the movement of horses and keep Fort Erie out of the horse 

racing decision making process. Throughout that effort, the return of the slots to the track has been 

one of the focal points of discussion. 

Mayor Redekop clearly stated that: “It appears that the government structured a back room deal, 

behind closed doors with the “Fort Erie track”, which we understand to mean the Fort Erie Live Racing 

Consortium to provide an unspecified amount of cash instead of slots. The way this decision was 

made is not acceptable to the residents of Fort Erie or the Town. The Premier committed to return 

slots to Fort Erie, not cash. This is not a “promise made, promise kept,” but rather a “promise made, 

promise fudged, promise not kept.”  

It is disappointing that neither the government nor the Fort Erie Live Racing Consortium consulted the 

Town during the recent discussions and the decision to forego the jobs, investment and additional 

attraction to the site that the return of the slots would mean to the race track. It is also concerning that 

the individual responsible for bringing jobs and investment to Fort Erie, Jim Thibert, the manager of 

the Fort Erie Economic Development Corporation, is also the general manager of the Fort Erie Live 

Racing Consortium, which has chosen cash over the slots. The Mayor will be recommending to 

Council that it look into the possible conflict of interest.  

The Fort Erie race track has been a founding institution in Fort Erie for 121 years, providing jobs, 

entertainment, and one of the best thoroughbred racing tracks in North America. The Town of Fort 

Erie is committed to keeping the track in operation for generations to come. Bringing the slots back is 

a way to help ensure this. 
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